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Application and Review Process

The mission of the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is to inspire libraries and museums
to advance innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic engagement. The success of IMLS grant
programs depends upon the quality of its peer review process, through which hundreds of reviewers
consider thousands of eligible applications fairly, candidly, and impartially in order to make
recommendations for funding each year. Below is a summary of the process from application
submission through award announcements.

1. Organizations submit their applications electronically using Grants.gov, the central portal of
the United States government for receipt of electronic applications.

2. IMLS receives the applications, and staff members check them for organizational eligibility and
application completeness.

3. IMLS staff members identify a pool of available peer reviewers with appropriate expertise.
Peer review takes place in one or two tiers, depending on the grant program: field review,
panel review, or both. Each complete application submitted by an eligible organization
receives between three and six reviews.

4. For the applications ranked most highly by peer reviewers, IMLS staff members review the
budgets and past organizational performance.

5. IMLS staff members provide a list of applications recommended for funding to the IMLS
Director.

6. The IMLS Director makes all final funding decisions.
7. IMLS notifies all applicants whether or not they have received an award. With their

notification, all applicants receive anonymous copies of the field and panel reviews. IMLS also
sends notification of the awards to each participating reviewer.



